[An alternative to rectal measurement of body temperature with a mercury thermometer].
An investigation was undertaken to demonstrate whether rectal Craftemp measurement of the temperature is a useful alternative to measurement of rectal temperature with a mercury thermometer. Measurements of temperature for more than 60 seconds on 57 patients hospitalised in a medical ward revealed a mean temperature difference of 0.2 degree C with a range of -0.3-0.7 degree C. Measurements for over two minutes on 23 patients revealed a mean temperature difference of 0.1 degree C and with a range of -0.2-0.2 degree C. The time of measurement recommended by the manufacturers of one minute is too short and should be two minutes. Craftemp measurement of the temperature is an employable but relatively expensive alternative to measurement of temperature with a mercury thermometer.